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A Study on Dignity of Elderly People who Need Care

Eri HAMASAKI

Independence and autonomy are important aspects of the understanding of dignity.

They also are important for elderly people. However the concepts of independence and

autonomy do not encompass the whole meaning of dignity; there is a limit.

Therefore, this study considers the dignity of elderly people who need care from

another side. As the “United Nations principles for Older Persons” shows, a more

important aspect of dignity is that the elderly are unconditionally accepted and

respected no matter what their physical or mental condition may be.
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