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A Study on Peculiarity and Positioning of Setkatsu Published by Hakubunkan:
An Aspect of "Life" and "Middle Class" Grasped by the Mass Media in the Taisho Era

Eisuke Hisar

Setkatsu was a monthly journal published in the early period of the Taisho era
by Hakubunkan, which was one of the most famous publishers in the Meiji era. The
title of the journal, Seikatsu, simply means 'life" in Japanese. This article analyzes the
circumstances of the launching of this journal and its contents in order to clarify how
this journal tried to grasp people's 'life" in the Taisho era.

Hakubunkan started to issue Seikatsu in order to appeal to many readers,
because Hakubunkan had come to hold a subordinate position to new competitors since
the last years of the Meiji era. For Hakubunkan, "life" is a key concept to cope with the
change of readership at that time.

The existence of Seikatsu suggests that we can find different ways of
approaching people's lives by the mass media in the Taisho era. We have already
known that journals for women at that time in Japan placed emphasis on the life
style of the new middle class. On the other hand, Seikatsu referred to various classes
and their styles of living. However, this policy of editing caused difficulty in the sales
promotion of Seikatsu; the contents of this journal were too diffusive to gain many

subscribers. After all, Setkatsu only lasted less than six years.
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