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A New Relationship between the Local Community and the
Chinese Society of Okayama

Misao ANDO

In this paper, I discuss the characteristics of a small Chinese community in the
provincial city of Okayama to show that those characteristics have been helpful in
establishing a good relation with the local community.

The Chinese Society of Okayama has tried to work with the local people as well as
the local government to build a cooperative relationship with them, to secure basic
rights for its members, and to settle itself within the local political, economic and social
environment.

As a result, without being hidden in the community, the Chinese Society of Okayama
has emerged into communal significance. Its unique approach is markedly different
from those of traditional overseas Chinese societies, which have employed their
core Chinatowns to obtain everyday support and to form stable economic and social
networks.

Its members have made efforts to live in the community as an ordinary citizens,
while the local government and local residents have accepted them as fellow citizens,
and helped them to get hold of the rights as a citizen, and to have access to various
services offered by the local and central government. Here we see a new bi-directional
symbiotic relationship between a local minority group and the local community.

As a successful example of a good relationship between a local minority group and
the local community in general, the method of the Chinese Society of Okayama may
present a solution for other minorities living in a local Japanese city under the stress of
insufficient citizen rights as well as basic supports.
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