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A Note on the Tense Interpretation of Conditional Sentences

Mari SAKAGUCHI

This paper investigates the interpretation of tense and the time relations
between the subordinate clause (i.e. the protasis) and the main clause (i.e. the
apodosis) of the conditional sentences. Following Dancygier (1998) and Arita (2006),
conditional sentences are classified into three types: predictive conditionals, epistemic
conditionals, and counterfactual conditionals. Section 1 discusses morphological
properties of modals in the main clause. Section 2 analyzes the tense relations in each
of the three types of conditionals. Time sequence relations of epistemic conditionals
and counterfactual conditionals are especially interesting. Time sequence in Japanese
conditionals can be interpreted differently depending on whether the subordinator
- nara is used or - fara is used, as many researchers have pointed out. Moreover, this
paper will show that, in - nara conditionals describing simultaneous events, the tense
of the subordinate clause is determined by the tense of the main clause proposition.
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T AR D ZRICANTHN LT,

B 1T, FUXOTEHIIBINS modal ZBLOBREIZONWTELET S, F2HTIL,
MBI ORI DOWT, 21T PSRN, 22. T Baks5MX, 23. T
RFERSEME LT T, EELTW L,

Dancygier (1998) & & H (2006) 26t > T, $fXx % ¥l MY 51 3C (predictive
conditionals), kM5e3¢ (epistemic conditionals), KFFEMEML (counterfactual
conditionals) @ 3 fIZ/HHT %,

FIW ML e, DToRLO X 512, il CRUMOFERI R T arEO Bl
MEERFSTWLNWLDILETHb,

(1) If it rains tomorrow, the game will be canceled.

2) (BL)WHWAKES725, AGETIEICZR57259,

g e iE, T (3) & ) & HiZ, FLTFAHMFOMEDELZ M ST,
RIFIZE L PO AR ENLLTH 5o

(3) a. If you'll help me, we can finish early.
b. If Mary is late, she went to the dentist.
c. If Mary is late, she must have gone to the dentist.
d. If Mary is late, it means that she went to the dentist.
4) (BLD) TP -TVELS, TV LHSISEN WV,
A (2004 : 13)
RRERHZAE, 5) & (6) DX I, FELFESHHOMEIBTHLI L2 b
TV, BUHETZIPLEINIHERETELTH 5,

(5) a. If you had listened to me, you wouldn't have made so many mistakes.
b. If I were a bird, I could fly to you.
6)a{dL/bLL| HORENIIT T hrors, SEIINELIILA T
(72%9),
b{dL/ LI EPHS75, 5T HOVEDE ZAHANRATNLDIS,

AH (2006 :129) 12X B &, TROHDOFEME, [TAREE Z AR ORE 122D
ORI ZBIEA] TH B, T DHMIIE, K (2001 : 209 - 213) D 5 2 O FAF4
DGED ) B OPESRMN & KPFEEMELL, [bL/ L] [H—] ok EDR
AEHATE S0 AT, KD O 3OS, HERMEREEIHRMAE, FENEMI
Wb, Thold, [HLb] ZEDRIFEIFATELVWRELTH S,

1. modal RIBDFE &EFHX

AREITIE, BRI E FCREMFALO EHIICBIN D 5 modal RBIOEREZ Z 5
T %
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PFEOWEF A4S T 5% < © HAGED modal BLiX
2, WO 3HITHITH NS,
1) [BhEaEs+ 2] & [WEiEs+ 22 L CRERE LD 2 ENTE S,
2) [EhEREE+ A3 e A2 LN TE LY, [HEiEg+ - RPBER T E LS
ENTER W,

3) [~2 1, [~ BEREZLLIENTEY, BFiEmIcmEEsT 5,
DWET 2RI, WBENTEELZRST [~1337] (can), HEREERT [~7259 ]
(will), [~1TE VARV (must), [~22d L] (may) 035 5. 2) ICET KB
121, [~~X&7] (should) »°H 5%, 3) ICRT ARBUCIE, #HELEIT[~LUTNIE%ES
v ] (must) , ALEMEZ ET [~ < TH X v ] (not have to) E25H 5. °

DR WWET2ERHOEmE RTHI L EH T 5,

(7) a. KEBIE,
b. KERIZ,
c. KEBIZ,
(8) a. KHBIX
b. KEBIE,
(9) a. KHB
b. KEBIE,
(10)a. fE1

i, BLH< kA

2RA RBTIET 7
TRA RV /3Rk72]113975,
TeRAT BRIET 7

L BEHL [RBIELH,

BEo L Bkivw/ k172595,
IZEW TR\,
BELHL BREwv /R 1ITEV RV,

&, QxobvbhE KRBT LML,

b. fEFIE, Vx-obThL kv /Rz]lnd Lk,

[~~&7] (should) 1&, 2)
[~%] Bid& 57,

WL, (2001 :172) bR A X 912,
|— chﬂ:/%D ﬂiﬁ/%(‘.’_éltkﬁi'@gtﬁu\o

(1Da. fEF1E, €O BkaIREL,
b. *fEF1E, O RAw /R TRE7Z

DUFIZ 3) (2B 2 Bhaiilidic LBk L 2 WEH OB E 281F %,

O Ur»] B Ee 5% v,

HO U7 /TR /7072 B E% S R,
, Uil T kv,

AT/ A7H % /1To72] = TS vy,

UEnZ zRIZTEDDE, £1DEHIThD,
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#1 modal REHFHFTHEADER

WaliEsr s | [~2) BErs | GE [~ BEEd
[~ 1337 X O O
[~7% 3 X O O
[~i2siv 20 X O O
[~ Ltk X O ©
[~ E77] X O X
;:3”%Ui&% o X X
[~%<{TH L] O X X

3) D% & 5 modal B, BEFREZGEATVSO, BEERICERTLIELELD
N,

JiE (2001:171-178) 12 & % &, modal 13 EBIN 2 KB T, AWML, HEICLD,
BERISCIC L2 TE W, [~721BIZoWnTIE, 97259 D FISCTHRETLTAR LI,
HWEEZEDODDTH LD, [~3THIDEHI, [~ EEHFTOIDOLI~EAH DX
N[~ R E SR WEBDD B,

(7)) KERIE, BZHLK [RB1ETEo7

(8) *KEBIZ, BEHL [KRB]17EHH 7

(9) ?* KEBIZ, [RAB]IZ#E LD o7,

(10)?* KEBIZ, Dxokd5hE RD]IDH LN Lhol,
(

(

(

1) fEFid, IrkIR& o7z,
12) ¥k, U2l z0hdasid oz,
13)  WEBIE, (7] 2T Loz,

{
{
{
{

HARFEIZY, FEFED must D X 9 @ ETI127% S %\ modal 8L & have to D X 9 128
FHICTELERADP DL Z EDbh b [~ IR BRI, FEIKT 5 EMEXD
FHiELTHWONALZ ENTEX S,

7") KERIX, S LMICE-72%5, k1T (D),

117) 71, BEEHNE, 208—F412 [TLIREE 57,

127) fE11E, KESAATH b o726, Urh]l 20hE R shbh o7z (7259 ).
13") R, LWz s, BRI RS TH I o7 (D),

A~ o~ —~

{
{
{
{

Modal ZBLHAK%Z [~72] RIS TE 2002 R L7200, £2Thb,
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#£2 modal FRIZ [~/ FeEUS2H

[~72] W% & % h
[~1397] O
[~72%9 ] X
[~ZaE W72\ 77X
[~2b L] ?7?X
[~ &7Z] O
[~ NE % 575w O
[~%<TH I O

FNTE, [~ 2LV ~72A9 ], [~IZEVWEW], [~2d LhZiwn]iZo
WTIZEIN A I D0 TNHOEBICBWTIIGENIZ[~7]3MEbN B0, KFEEWN
S EMNE N5,

) HbLITA VY ay A ryEITHES, (K27 / K%]ﬁ%?@)
9") BLITA VI ay A UPBEETVES ,E%it/ KZDTITEVR WV,
(10") BLBITA Y ay 4 vHREXTHES, (&2 K2ABIDL LR,

AEITIX, modal KBOREM LK EZEEL, [~72]E% & 572 modal £JLiZ, X
FEWFMELOERHE L THON) A2, ZLTC, [~72]FEIZTTE v modal 3
CBL T, NI [~72] % L 2 U HEENSRALO TR E LTHwHR) 5T L
xR L7z,

2. FHXDHEIR

S if p, then q DEFRIY R AR % £ 2 A0, FELWICIE, RO 3ODOWREMLE 2
SN5, S5 finiix, = (1992) 12659,

1) p TEINLFLE L  TEENLIHLDFEEFISEZ 56,
pP=4q

2) p TRENDLZFAZOT N q TRENLZFHR I VLIS 2HH,
p<gq

3) Q CRENDIFGZDHNp TRENDLFRL VISR 2846,
qa<p

Z LT, pR qOEI BRI EIEFHR & DM MBIRIC L o T, FULEEROHLRI B,
BUE, RERDOVOBI 5 72hhhE b, 22T, p & q O ORIMTFIZEN L7z,
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FEEERE< p, q Ak
p,q <kl 7
p,q =Z5EEGIEE A

2.1, FRIMZEX DOER

TFMHSEMEZLIZ BN TR, B ETHRRORTEOEBLYRT > T, (1)
L (2) DHEFFEOBISLZ B TEMHONT L, AROFLRERL TV 2525 Bl 0,
FH OO L IZR R > TWwb,

(1) a. If it rains tomorrow, the game will be canceled.
b. *If it will rain tomorrow, the game will be canceled.

2) (BL)WHWAKES725, AGETIEICZR57259,

FXITBWTIE, HEFLDMHERICEZLZFRIIHLToA, BAEREEZHWS,

(1') a. ?It rains tomorrow.

b. It will rain tomorrow.
(2) a. * W H WA 726

b. PBHH WA % o

c. HHMZ L7259,

HEFEOFMEXoEH X, ZHLAKROWHMELRIEHISEFHBIREA TRV E WL
5.0 (1) Q) OBHIZELTVAEDIER, FHOBFAETH L, Bl - 72H %
FEEhRE, EEORRI Z L% EHIR, ERHOFLIE T 5 M 2 EE kL 3
e, (1)L (2 oRBMIERE, UTOXHIcREND,

(14) FE5k Ry < S Hilky < F- 5

[HARED | L) FHG L TRAEMWHIRICAR S| L) HR L L, RIS 2HLT, [
MWD | L) FEIRE 5728 T, EMOFRINES B LR L 72,

REICTHRARZZF SO #MIE, EHOFREMLBHOFRIHEFTER I LHD
KRR BZEEFEEZOND,

2.2. RHEMIRHILDER
AEKHI R BT, WL TFAEOBEMZ M S, BRI L T oM H W
MHERINL,

(15)a. (= 3a) If you'll help me, we can finish early.
b. %7 FEo T NDE RS, RAUFEEZKDLLZENTEE T,
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FHEOHWRRREEBTHDIZE, [~% 5] —FHEL TW5,

Kuno (1973 :176) I & %5 &, [p %S qlE [ LFEXFp ZMEF (F2 XD A %)
DERELTREEBLEZFNENETAZIELARRTALIELTWS, 2%, If you
assert that p, then (I infer that) g DX HIICEWVIRZ B LN TE S, (I5)IZELTIX
If you assert that [you help me] , then (I infer that) [we can finish early] . £ 2 %,
(15) DEOR T ORHBERIZE T2 E5T 5 &, BiFRF<EREF<EFHELEKRINL,
[HRI2DBFE) &) HERDPE L7 T, [RFHEIIKDLE L) HRDPTT
LEVIHHETRHTH S,

ROBIIZEHOETHL LB HIOXTHERORIE 2 ET 45X TH B,

(16)(= 4) (BLH)METAMESTWBE RS, T WBBEMNICEW RV,
ﬁ=%ﬁﬁ%:£%%

mm
U'H

(16) IZBWTIIEF Ao TV D | Z I3[ L WALBEm I E N Ze v | & v ) H i o AR &
oTWwhe (16) 13, AKDIB/BRIEST, EFARHTOHWEZEL T2,

[~7% 6 | 2o 723lEk ST BT, A2 ®ERISTE v 2 & % Kuno (1973:
170-171) 2L L T %,

(7a*Yarydkdis, AT7V—=270 F L.
b*Yavhkizs, X7)=2F0 L.

(A7) BERTERVHEBEZ, [~%2 5 & XO%FOF LFo K i, F8%
BHTHoT BERHIELZLEFLVWIEEZRLTVALLND LAV Wz 5L,
HWERHFIOL T, TTICHEOEMBEIHEELTBY, FHLFENEOMEDEIZD
WCHIRT L7220, #EML720, FENZER 2B FZWIEREIN T RVWEEZ L,

AN BT, B LTOHWZE W) I EZWRTILEUTOL ) RERTE LI
b

(18)a. b L, [CHWH) Ya vaRks]1 %0, (A7) —RE-721(7259),
b.bL, [Taryd»ka14sb, [(HH) A7) —3)E5](A9),
c. bL, [(ZFE) Ya vkl is, (A7) =@ M%E "#3/ #FL2}]
(72%59),

HifE & DR Z 29 (18) D & 9 % [~74 b ISRMAEIZ BT, WIRRICKEH 2 25
RGO REIGIA T E ] =48] 282 AMTHD L, &ﬁﬁ fiOREHNIL, RO aED
el & =B LTV 200bh 5%, (18a) DL HIZ, FUHMICIWAHIZ AL L, ®HED

DB [ ~72 I TREFBRTE LWL RS, [WH ]2 AND 7% b RO GEOE)
A, (18b) DI HIZ[~BIBIZ 2 LR ITNIE R SR\ LRI LT, [Z4EF ] & v
IR, SRR~ B2 R, BROOGEOBFIZS [~ B2 ERT 5.
CoZERS, FEEZ RS [~%2 5 | FAEORRIE, BRI~z I~5]E
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ZEBITHTICO DD ST, EFMORHIKFLTWDEEER 5N 5,
LT BT H (1989) 235805 & [ 2 9 [~ 7% & I 5 b, TENSHH 2 K47 L Tw
b EGHENG,

(19)a. * (B4R ETARELG) 25, AMRIRBL LA L7 (75 5).
b EFAELV] &5, (B4R RESIEML L RS L7Z (55 9),
¢ (AR ETHE LD o] b, KEIZK E [ REHST 2 / KRS L7 | (755
3) IR A < A < T AR

Kuno (1973), =J5 (1992 :178-181) 12Xk 2 &, [~726]%#E Lo, [~&], [~1X1iE,
p< q DEFHMIETG TOHELEZRTIENTE LD, < p DEMWIETZETZ &2
TERWV,®

(20)a. HHE DS K L7265, KEGLAEB Z 5 25
(Bl < BE ) BT IRy < F2Ffi )
b. * HEDSEK L7125, TORIIE - AN D 513772,
(* FETG e < T HiT IR <G Ff ) (ZJ5 1992)

CHIZHLT, [~%56]I2E, 0k REEWIERF ORI A2,

@CDa. . WEIHKT 2 (D) b, TORIZELINSHEKT S (259),
(&l Iy <HEJm iy < EFTIF)

b. HEDEKT B (D) %5, ZOHIZE 5 LHIRD D S (13372),

(e afi iy < EHTIRF < SIS i) (=5 1992)

YT, WP B [ ~725] & [~% 5 JOMEWIIFITHNYS S 2 SCEN XN %
WEIIBbNRD, 227U, AH (2006) bIHIL TV D X2, B HHOWEHO Bk
RIS, T~% 5] TRIZ T, A H5TH2.

(22)a. (= 3b) If Mary is late, she went to the dentist.
b. (= 3c) If Mary is late, she must have gone to the dentist.
c. (= 3d) If Mary is late, (it means that) she went to the dentist.
(Dancygier 1998)
COXDORHMETEAEZ 5L, UTOLHIIThb,

(23) FHIRF < FERHIE = HEIE HH
(22a) 13, EHIOREH & EBHIOKERIA—H L TRV E AR 0%, BIEDT AT —

PENTVDE V) RUEDOFERE LT, EMOIAT ) =D WEFITITo /2] L) #
LOFLEFLFIIEZEZ TS, AH (2006 : 141) g T 5 L 512, (22a) & (22b) ®
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(220) DEHICEXMMZAILENTEL, TNEHAEDO [ ~% 6 |HTHETHE, FLF
DOHIWr % KT it means that IZHMTHEH5 %, HARETIEZ[OR | THRIIZERS Z20F
X% 6 v,

(22)a.* b L, ATV —=DPENTVDL LS, WHRITHEZRIIT- 7,
b. bL, X7V —=PENRTVEEE, EREIEEZITIT-72A

ROLY, LX) 2N 2 S ORI TH %,

(24) a. If she is in the lobby, (it means that) the plane arrived early.
(Dancygier 1998)
b.*b L, LAV E—I2WD %5, BRITHENFE BV,
b, RITEPRECEVLATL,

c. dL, AP —IZWVi7%
FHIRE <JERG I = PEIR ik

A CHRERIER OB 08T L7z ok, o oREMMIEF CTh b, S cefke L
TiE, (18¢c), (19¢), (22) R (24) T, FEEGRUAICE Z o - EHiOF LRI, T THE
WAEBEIETHEE L FORME T modal RBICEFTNTVWDLOT, BEMBEZ5 25
T,

AREIZBWT, [~726]121%, EEHOREZPEI >Trs, EHOFELZIEIS L
V) R ORI A3 2 D3 L, [~% 5 ]1I2iE, Toflsewn Rz, 72,
WETIE, HABO[~LSE[~7610X9 RRXAIE% L, (222) % (24a) DX H 12,
F i modal DEFE A FZH IR T 2 LEDB LR CFHELH 5 L b7z, R L £
FT~% S I&MMHIcB T, EEHOBFAESIRFEL TS EFERL,

2.3. REERMERHX

REENGFELIZBCTE, GiLFPAFO@GEIMBTH LI L2bhro TORMES,
BUFcE I LHEmAEEE BT,

ROLIL, FHFEOFELPBEIRI S o2l b o TV AEEZE LTV,

(25)(=6a) {BL/BLY|DOBWEIIFI TV AP0, SEHIEZLIIFEAT
w7z (72%59),
NOT p <%= NOT ¢

FHLTFRTHORNEDS ek Z) T Tnan] 2B THL I ENbh o TVRNED
BELIIRLLUREZHA TEZLEN, HEENEEXOREER LS00
LIz, 2205, [SHEELATATH I EWIGELBTH B V)RR
VDo Thbh, [BAERLZIEVETHS L) HEPEE 25,

HARFEIZ BT 2 kM S0 L KFEENSEMLoE N, AH (2006) IERHT S L9
2, HHEEHEMELOTH O modal HIHOBKRIZ[DIZ] 223720, [7Z259121E35
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2L TERITE S,
(26)a. FETFDELD o255, KIBIZHEE L2725 9 12,

b AETAE Lol b, KEIEEESL 72010,
NOT p < NOT q < &kl

REFEWRIERE T 572012, ASPORRPVETH L. KOLOYEIL, [~725]
LTI X o TRFEN LRI TL 5,

@27)(=6b) {BL/BLB} (H) BdDHo7H, 53 HDVEDE AR
ATV DI,
J&aGE = NOT p < NOT q

RO GIIBWT, [RARV]OTIRATHR 2] E V)RR S,
3. XEHLESHDRE

HABEOFMELIZB W T, BKREBEAOMISAVIKREAHHTH 5 FIRATRCDIZ7S, 7R
NGO A M55 &, BN H 2 2 e d5bh ol FEEERT[~%
LUIGMHIIBNT, EEHORHIZFHICKAFEL Wb EER L, /2, KFEENSE
HZIZBVTH, KFENTHLILE2RTERDVD D I LD bP o7z, SkITNEGE
DI ERHEEIZOVTHIFEL TV E 72,

p=3
1. K& (2001 : 209-213) OFF5H%R7
() (%t
a CHLBHHIC RS2, WIREbIEETL X9,
b. *HL)I0OKEICAR 725, FHHRIHELELL ).
(i) (HEHEM)
aKid, CHL)0CICRo725, dib,
b. ik, CHL)BEV LR L5725, WOBRORIZKS,
(iil) (FFEM %)
CHL/A L) ZTFTHRAS, DY KLIA, (speech act conditionals)
NS OFMFERT L, ARETEdbR v,
2. 22T, BELEILICHMALSTIONL[~HTFE RS, [~IZ#EnRw 4
DFERBY, BERIERELZ1OORBE L TH).
3. HREO[~721 1%, BEMHZRT T TIERL, EHEORTICH 25 TR X
FIERUIRTHEDNS,
4. FFEOWA, ZOBR 2R OB (backshift) L2 20 7%EH bV 5,
5. HARFEZBH BN R D[ ~72 5 JOREBIER IOV TORMAEIE, vV Ivy 7 v (2006) &%
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