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The Tasks of Universities for Improving English Education in Elementary Schools -Part2-:
Toward the Compulsory Subject of English for Fifth and Sixth Grades

Fumiko Fukunara

The purposes of this study are to examine the movement toward English as a
compulsory subject for fifth and sixth grades, to check the issues, and to discuss the tasks
of universities for improving English education. The Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports,
Science and Technology (MEXT) indicated ways to review the curriculum guidelines in
August 2015. According to them, all details have been under discussion. Following the
revised guidelines, class hours for the compulsory subject of English will increase to two
hours a week for the grades in 2020. Teachers are supposed to facilitate the students’
independent, dialogical and deep learning, so called “active-learning.” One of the important
issues is how to schedule the right amount of time for English classes so that the students
can actively learn. Teacher training is another significant issue that should be focused on.
There is a concern that teachers would work under extreme pressure. In this situation,
universities have important roles to clarify the problems in both teacher training and
English education, and to work toward a solution in cooperation with boards of education
and elementary school teachers in the community.
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