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The Way of Teaching Traditional Language Culture in Elementary School :
Aiming at a Lesson That Enhances Interest in Classics and Senses the
Goodness of Language Culture

Masanobu AKAGI

In this paper, interest in children's classics is enhanced by incorporating activities that
translate classics into contemporary languages and compare the views and feelings of
their own with those of older people. Translation of classics to modern language that is
considered difficult for elementary school students is possible by showing the meaning
of words difficult for children to understand. By doing so, children can enjoy classics
in modern languages by referring to the meaning of words. Activities to compare the
views and feelings of old people and their own are mainly focused on finding connections
between their own ideas and those of old people. Children's interest in classics has
increased by finding similarities of thoughts and ways of living with people in the
classical world where lifestyles were completely different. Although the classics class of
elementary school focuses on reading aloud, it turned out that classics class centered on
activities which compare classics with modern languages and compare viewpoints and
feelings of their own with those of former people, are satisfyng. From these activities,
children will increase their interest in classics. If we can make children love classics, it

will lead to noticing the goodness of classical language culture.

Keywords : Interest in classics, Translation of classics to modern language, compare the
views and feelings of their own with those of older people
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