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Understanding NHK School Broadcasts in the TV era
from the Perspective of Media Studies

Hideko Hacucmn

NHK (Japan Broadcasting Corporation) has contributed in various ways to school
education such as launching broadcast programs for use in schools (School Broadcasts)
on TV in 1953. School broadcast programming have played a major role in the launch
of NHK Educational TV channel in 1959. And then utilization of TV School Broadcasts
gradually declined in the 1990s. NHK School Broadcasts have been viewed in formal
school education and established as educational programs for more than half a century
in Japan.

There have been considerable studies on School broadcast programming, but the
previous studies have not answered the question of how children have received the
meanings of these educational TV programs as media texts in the past decades.

The purpose of this paper is to explain the key factors underlying the relationship
between children and School Broadcasts on the educational TV channel. The study
presented here demonstrated characteristic features of NHK School Broadcasts. In
addition to this I discussed the discourses and approaches established by previous

research in association with the studies of audiovisual education.
Keywords: NHK School Broadcasts, children and television, educational TV programs
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