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The Reality of “IKIZURASA” of Children and Young People from a Relational Perspective:
Examples of Practices Aimed at Building New Relationships

Miki Y AMASHITA

First, this paper examines the situation of children in contemporary Japan. Specifically,
it investigates the problems of children and young people with difficulties.

We clarify the source of the difficulty by analyzing newspaper articles. The analysis
reveals how the framework of children versus adults has been transformed.

There are two results, First, it is important for children to build relationships in the
same direction when interacting with others. It is necessary to clarify the characteristics
of the child’s relationship from an intersubjective approach, rather than grasping the child
as an “individual”.

Second, we point out the need to relativize the dichotomous thinking of children and
adults, to portray the ways in which children and young people respond and change their
situations in accordance with the current social context, and to describe the world of

children and their relationships in a complex contemporary society.

Keywords: “ITkizurasa”, children and young people, relational perspective, building

relationships
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