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Toward the Construction of an Inclusive Education System in Japan:
Trends and Problems

Shingo Aoyama

The term “inclusive education” has become widespread. However, the definition of in-
clusive education is not defined in the same way all over the world, because education
systems differ from country to country. Thus,we will proceed to construct the Japanese
model of inclusive education that takes into account our cultural and social conditions
and the like. Therefore, the purpose of this paper is to extract the issues that should be
examined hereafter in order to build an inclusive education system in Japan and identify
the trends to make it effective. As a result, the following issues to be worked on were
found: the fusion of general education and special needs education, the efforts based on
the reform of general education, the detailed studies to clarify what is happening in the
traditional approaches to the inclusive education, and consideration of the efforts of other

countries in combination with these issues.
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