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What I mean was that one may believe in God’s wisdom and deny that He is the source
of goodness only. God and mercy are not absolutely synonymous.”[...] “We cannot ignore
God any more than we can ignore time or space or causality,” I said, more to Max than to

Miriam. (Meshugah 37)
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“If we have a child, we’ll name him Max.”
“There will be no children,” I said.
“Why not?” she asked.

“You and I, we are like mules,” I answered, “the last of a generation.” (Meshugah 228)
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“No, Shoshele!, I believe in God, but I don’t believe that He revealed Himself and told the
rabbis all the little laws that they added through generations.”

“Where is God? In heaven?”

“He must be somewhere.” . . .

“God is no good?”

“Not as we see it.”

“He has no pity?”

“Not as we understand it.” (Shosha 205)
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I was overcome by a rage against creation, God, nature — whatever this wretchedness was
called. I felt that the only way of protesting cosmic violence was to reject life, even if I had
to take Shosha with me. (Shosha 114)
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The menu didn’t feature a single dish that wasn’t fish or meat, and I had just vowed to

become a vegetarian.”[...] “The vegetarian only express a protest. (Shosha 80)
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“Well, you’ll fall into a net you’ll never be able to unable yourself from. I don’t even believe
that such a woman is capable of living with a man. She surely can’t have a child.”

“I don’t need children.” (Shosha 78-79)
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Never shall I forget those flames that consumed my faith forever.

Never shall I forget the nocturnal silence that deprived me for all eternity of the desire to
live.

Never shall I forget those moments that murdered my God and my soul and turned my
dreams to ashes.

Never shall I forget those things, even were I condemned to live as long as God Himself.
Never. (Wiesel 34)
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The night had passed completely. The morning star shone in the sky. I too had become a
different person. The student of Talmud, the child I was, had been consumed by the flames.
All that was left was a shape that resembled me. My soul had been invaded -and devoured-
by a black flame. (Wiesel 37)
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Some of the men spoke of God: His mysterious ways, the sins of the Jewish people, and
the redemption to come. As for me, I had ceased to pray. I concurred with Job! I was not

denying His existence, but I doubted His absolute justice. (Wiesel 45)
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