22 #L¥ Vol 39 No. 1 (245 60 %) 22 ~ 34(2015)

EBVTyV—=VEBOLHEBROIEE) 2@ LT %
A S O FEBREE

faE B

Improving International Education from an Early Age
through Cultural Activities in Montessori Education

Fumiko Fukunara

The purpose of this study is to focus on cultural activities in Montessori
education and to find ways of improving international education from an early age.
International education is based on the UNESCO Constitution adopted in 1945 and the
Recommendation Concerning Education for International Understanding, Co-operation
and Peace and Education Relating to Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms of
1974. Montessori also emphasized that establishing peace is the work of education.
The program of geography in Montessori education is unique and is opposed to the
curriculum of social studies in the National Curriculum Standards for Elementary
Schools in Japan. It begins from the general to the particular. Two kinds of globes
(sandpaper globe and painted globe) are introduced at the beginning, which express
the earth. In addition, Montessori education helps children to choose materials by
themselves, concentrate, repeat as many activities as they want, and finish their work
with satisfaction in a prepared environment where they act spontaneously. They can
use concrete materials which attract their interests and repeat the activity as many
times as they need. Through these activities, they learn regions, respect cultures, and
build a sense of identity and cross-cultural awareness to become citizens of the world in

the future.
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