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University Students and Children’s Reading of Emotions in
“Ohayo” Uttered in Six Different Musical Ways

Sanae Yosumwaca and Takashi Muto

Preceding research shows that infants as well as adults perceive other people’s
emotions through not only words" meanings but their acoustic characters of voice. In
this research, we examined how emotions are perceived from singing voices which have
different acoustic cues. We asked subjects, university students (N=31) and children
(N=107; 2 kindergartens, 3 nurseries, M=6.06 years), to choose one from pictures of faces
showing “sadness” “neutral” “happiness” and “anger” while letting them hear six types
of recorded singing voices of “Ohayo” (“good morning”) which were in major and minor
keys, and had acoustic cues of Legato, Staccato and Accent. The results are as follows.
(1) In the university students’ group, we found high level agreement of emotional
judgements(all six different voices = p<.01). (2) The judgements of the children’s group
showed more dispersion, but were in accordance with university students better than
chance accuracy in five different voices. (3) The children’s judgements had no relation
with their experience of learning music at home. (4) Children who showed a higher
rate of accordance with the university students turned out to have daily experience of
communication through singing activity in their nursery.
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